
 

 

"FESTIVE FUTURE STRAIGHT AHEAD” 

IFEA Europe Annual Conference 2013, Jan 30th- Feb 1st, 2013 

featuring a special EVENT EDUCATION STREAM in association with InHolland University 
and an exclusive social programme in association with 

the INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL ROTTERDAM 

Opening reception:            InHolland University  (30/1) 
Conference venue:            "De Gouvernestraat" (31/1 & 1/2) 
Official conference hotel:   "H2otel". To obtain a discount rate, contact the hotel directly - 
see contact details www.h2otel.nl - and mention "IFEA Europe conference" 
 
 

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME 
 
 

WEDNESDAY, January 30. 2013 @ InHolland University 
16:00-19:00:  Arrival registration 
17:00 -18:30: The Annual General Meeting (Members only) 
19:00-21:00: ROTTERDAM CONFERENCE WELCOME RECEPTION 

Welcoming reception hosted by InHolland University with drinks, 
entertainment, a few informal welcome speeches, and a presentation about 
Rotterdam and its multitude of festivals.  
Late evening:  
 “A Late-Night Welcome “  
Hospitalty suite in the bar at the H2otel.  

 
THURSDAY, January 31. 2013 @ "De Gouvenestraat" 
8:00-9:00: Registration 

9:00-9:15: Conference welcome 
Allan Xenius Grige, Chairman IFEA Europe 

                           Johan Moerman, CEO, Rotterdam Festivals  

9:15-10:00: GREAT EVENTS, GREAT LEGACIES 
London 2012 Festival - the largest UK-wide cultural celebration ever staged 
In his opening keynote presentation, Nick Dodds, Managing Director of FEI, 
reveals some of the many challenges in delivering the cultural programme 
running parallel to the London 2012 Olympics. Nick Dodds played an 
instrumental role in the planning and execution of the appraised cultural 
programme that made the Olympic year memorable not only to Londoners, 
but to all of Britain and indeed also thousands of visitors from abroad. 

Refreshments break 

10:30-11:30:  Workshops, 1st session 
Join one of the parallel streams to learn more about a topic of interest... All workshops aim at 
providing insight into best practices, latest trends, and execution of excellent event policies, 
These professional workshop feature speakers from the industry as well as speakers who can 
provide an ”outsider's look” at the practices of festival and event organisers. 

 

http://www.h2otel.nl/


 

 
A) Innovative Marketing - Old Fashioned? 
Innovative marketer Sebastian Hesse, founder of the Berlin-based company 
"Big Bang & Whisper", reveals how the art of storytelling can answer 
essential questions in today’s event marketing. 

  
B) Event Management Education 
Festival and Events practice, education, research, and professional 
development: Harnessing opportunities 
Headed by Bournemouth University staff, this workshop session will include 
examples of leading edge collaborations across the education, festival and 
event sectors, including contributions from researchers, educators and 
students. 

11:30-13:00: Round table talks - with lunch 
This is your opportunity for peer exchange of ideas and best practices in a small setting, 
allowing for plenty of debate and personal stories. Grab your lunch and meet around the 
tables set up for debates on the following topics: 

* Event sponsorship ideas * Use of social media * Board relationships * Event 
Education * Challenges of multidisciplinary event programming * Volunteer 
management * Event/university relationships * On-site engagement of 
audiences * ….and other 

13:00-14:00: Workshops, 2nd session 
  A) Sponsorship 

Hard cash, high value, powerful impact 
Join William Fenton, author of "The Sponsorship Handbook", in an intense 
session on sponsorship in today's world. As a leading consultant in the 
field, William Fenton's Brussels-based sponsorship agency, Sponsorship 
Ideas, helps both sponsors and those looking for sponsorship. Clients include 
The European Space Agency, Dubai International Film Festival, The World 
Motocross Championships, The Olympic Business Club, The British Library, 
Epson and FedEx. In this session, William offers important insights into recent 
trends and sponsorship practices relevant to city sponsorship and festival 
sponsorships, and offers creative ideas on the art of selling sponsorship in 
today's competitive sponsorship market.  
B) Event Education 
Spearheading event education at InHolland University 
Presented by Professor Wes Wierda, InHolland University. 
Details will follow. 

Refreshments break 
14:15-15:30: The 2013 "Hot Topics & Trends" - debate 

Following a few short prepared presentations from selected delegates on the 
issues that are "hot" in relation to the festivals and events sector in their 
native countries, we'll open up for a floor debate at which all delegates are 
invited to offer ideas and observations about the industry, express their 
concerns, share their success stories (or their flaws!), and thereby, ultimately, 
paint a colourful picture of the "state-of-affairs" of our industry in various 
European markets. 
 



 

 
The session will be moderated jointly by Colm Croffy, CEO of the Association 
of Irish Festival Events, and Charlotte DeWitt of International Events Ltd. 

15:30-16:00:  IFEA's World Festival and Event City Awards 
Steven Wood Schmader, President of IFEA World, recognizes the cities that 
have received the IFEA's ultimate recognition as recipients of the World 
Festival and Event City Awards. Learn how your city may become a candidate, 
and how your city might benefit from becoming a candidate and, ultimately, 
gain the world-wide award. 

16:00-16:30:  Introduction to International Film Festival Rotterdam 
   Janneke Staarink, Festival Director. 
 Evening: Special programme hosted by the IFFR, including screening and reception. 
  

 FRIDAY, February 1. 2013  
 08:45:  Venue opens 

 9:00-9:50: GREAT EVENTS, GREAT LEGACIES 
EUROSONIC – more than a music festival 
Since its inception in 1986, the Eurosonic Noorderslag held in Groningen has 
grown to become one of the most significant music festivals in Europe, famed 
for presenting a combination of up-and-coming bands and well-established 
headliners, and not least a unique cooperation with the European 
Broadcasting Union. But can Eurosonic and other European music 
festivals maintain relevance and public interest in the years ahead? In this 
keynote address, Peter Smidt, founder and creatic director of the Eurosonic, 
will provide an "insider's look" at his own organisation and not least give his 
perspective on challenges and changes to music festivals in the 10's. 

10:00-11:00: The European Cultural Capitals and EU festival funding 
Special presentations about the programming, community engagement, and 
expected tourism and economic impact of the 2013 European cultural 
capitals, and a look at funding opportunities for European festival projects in 
light of the new EU budgetary framework for cultural programmes. Details to 
be announced. 

Refreshments break 
11:30-12:30: Workshops, 3rd session 
  A)  Cross-border cooperation 

Best practice in Event/Event Partnerships 
Based on examples from the Millennium celebration of Singapore’s Chinese 
New Year, the Kuala Lumpur International Buskers Festival, and other 
events, Charlotte DeWitt of International Events Ltd. our lines how 
participation, collaboration, and cooperation between IFEA members in the 
past has led to successful events, and how not only the organisers, but also 
their audiences, may benefit directly from international cooperation. Maybe 
the session will inspire you and your event to nurture your international 
partners? 
A) The audience experience  
In recent years, NHTV - University of Applied Sciences - in Breda, 
The Netherlands, has done extensive research in event marketing, the 



 

customer journey, the visitor experience, and parallel topics of high relevance 
to those seeking to improve knowledge of their audiences. Important aspects 
of this research has been done in cooperation with Rotterdam Festivals. 
Learn all about it in this highly informative session headed by NHTV faculty 
members Jacco van Mierlo and Margo Rooijackers. 

12:30-13:15: Lunch 
13:15-14:15: AUDIENCES AND TOMORROW'S TECHNOLOGIES   

Keynote by UK based innovation producer and entrepreneur ROHAN 
GUNATILAKE. 
Having completed two years as the lead producer of the Edinburgh Festivals 
Innovation Lab, Rohan Gunatilake now helps run Sync which works to 
support arts organisations across Scotland enjoy a more progressive 
relationship with technology and technologists. Sync's activities include 
Culture Hack Scotland, Geeks-in-Residence and the magazine SyncTank. He 
also produces wellbeing apps and in 2012 Wired magazine named him in 
their Smart List of 50 people who are about to change the world. 

14:15-15:20: Festival futures – Straight Ahead 
Panel and floor discussion 
What are the most important industry issues and trends in Europe, what tools 
and skills do festival organisers need to have to stay ahead of the game; how 
do we best prepare the next generation of event managers?  Conclusions to 
the conference are drawn, and we look ahead to new opportunities for 
exchange of industry practices in the coming year. 

15:20:  Conference closing; thank you to Rotterdam 
Optional evening social event: 

   IFEA Europe 20th Anniversary Dinner 
Separate payment necessary 

  
 PROGRAMME IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

 


